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4 ng early this year the Fern Study Group
esent large wembership of seventytwo, so we hope
:cive notes from some of these, A list of me::bers to date
s included so that those living close to one another can make
contact 1f they wish to do so, flew meinbers will be added each

usletter.
HUCES OF 10C0MELT: Quiinz o Sonter's Wholesale ursery at
springyand., vor:e members of the Group had a most enjoyable visit
to Sonter's Fern llursery which, beings wholesale, is not normally
opento the public. l.e were shown Torns belng raised coinciereially
in large plasshouse areas and some of the difficulties of raising
plants in suech large nw:bers were explained. The Sontors raise
popular exotic ferns as well as nabive Australian Ferns, In the
latter tliey are doing a »articularly good job as all their plants
are raised in cultivation and not wild eollected. An impressive
area of tree forns shoved thot tnis is one nursery that 1s raising
tree ferns com. .ercilall; from spores, They have selected good
cultivars of certain siecles which are better suited for cultivat-
ion, 1l.e, compact rhizome forms of srecles wihich norrally nroduce
long rhigomes. After the inspection lrs. Sonter kindly zave us
all afternoon tea. Qur thanks to lir. & lirs. Sonter for thelr
hosnitality and the good job they are dolng in zrowing our native
ferns. Belngz wholesale, their plants are available from iost
nurserics ete. -that sell feras. Loolt for their label when buying.
T'or those wno nisseé¢ out George Sonter nas agreed to another in-
spection being held in April next yvear. The exact date will he
notified in tiie next Tewsletter.

Exnibltion at Xinzs Schogl. On behalf of the Fern Study Group a
Tew merbers arranged a large display of ferns at the bnnoal S5.G.A.P.
Lxhibition (HS. Rezion). Ve were fortunate in being avle to bhor-
row soine Scnter's speeial display ferns vhich, together
with thos mentbers, contributed to a ruch commended
exhibit. e the Impression of an area people could
create in 83 A fern lined patn leading to a
sheltered i two levels of ponds - iiyee ferns pro-
tectins low H S, A couple of logs on end for seats..
savn wooé bhloeciis T tne path and gitting area and pnollow logs ond
artificinl roeks for the built up area, fillivg ony spaces with
leaf litter and barlk. Cur ferns were all in caidouflaged pots frox
tiny Doodla as‘tera with its pin: fronds which was used to edge the
display with ruidenhalr fern, (o one large Ticison antarctieca
(borrowed) giving Liei the back. e mave a small area to
special ferns with canrtions, for exu-ple, a ot of Psilotum nudum
(as being one of cur most srinitlive plants) and pot of "Hardoo®
with snoreezrns (used. by cboriginaes for food). At the last moriont
we hn@ to Tit in the orchids vhick worked in reaszonably well.,

A ereat deal of intsrest wns created by the disnlay. “The exnib-
ition will be held again next year at Xings School and there is no
¢oubt that the Group will be asked {o mount snother display. It
would be a great help if all local uemtbers could grow at least one
fern in a container for this purnose. Also any ideas and/or
assistance towards this next display would be really appreciated.
Please contact Gerry Parker (Mrs.)., 7 Blackbutis 18, Mrench's
Forest. 2086 (nhone 451 6558) who was “Co-ordinator" for the for:
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thhen raising ferns from spores problalls can occur and thesa
lead to dis:ppoin*fnnt and Crustration. in understanding of
these helps to overcc.ue them,

1. "Ring-ins": No watter how thoroughly thwe growing mediw: is
sterilized and how brief a time the not is left uncovered, spores
of unwanted feorns can creep in. Lhether this is because the

alr is rich 'ith thexn or tHEJ cone vith the spores ig not very
clear, bui it sceas to be the former as it is usually loeal ferns
that appear. The frustrating point about tihem is that you may
get 20 or 30 ring-~ins in one pot and the spores y-u wanted nay
fail. Yhen this happens it is some tiie before the error is
realized. iing~ins should be suspected in pois vhere Zermin-
ation is snarse. They seldom ocecur in nuisance proportions in
vots vhere ger inntion 1s thick. TFerns which (around Sydney at
least) are lilkely to bve ring-ins jncgude Aticrpiunm australe, A
Jaooniewr:, Cyelosorus nye nalls, Culcita ﬂ_ﬁ;a Bigtiopteris
ingcisa and Crathea cconeri. Any fern groving near where you
are ralsin- sohores is 11 tely to caunse rlng -ins to aipear.

2, Infertile Srores: Spores which are sown often prove to be
infertile. teasons ¢ be: collected before maturity; Colm
lected after 2ll snores have been shed and only s~oroangia remain
(a gomon problen with Blechpumn, Aspleniug and sany Colzoodiacegus
ferns); soores vihich have lost their V1aoil ty Lhrough being
stored too long (the s..elf life of syores varies from species

to specles and in rony cases ‘is very short); sowing spores of

a sterile hybrid (rere asong Australian natives). “hen infer-
tile snores are sovn a brop of ”ring-ins" often follows and this
causes one not te realise Tor sone Tine that tihe desired ferns
are noi growving.

3. Fungi funci will aspear on pots scon afber
shores hav crov for a time tien disaspear, Cthers
ﬂlj eauce i : a certnin aven to cie and that area
grodually il thie oot is wined out. 'his can be slop-

uvnwth*.ulu recon ended
‘ater with this, It will stop t?e fungas
quicicly and wase to prothalll or ydunn sa0roph '10"
(2) Te.ove prothd111 rom part of pot away fron

reset ~ wkateh for furtker ocutbreaits.
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lvays die. From this we sced that ferns

Fe: re very adantable plants. Io get a nice fresh green plant
the ieed a plentiful supply of water, good light, but no direct

sun But, sonme will grow in the nﬁrdest conditions, on rock faces,
ut of ceracits in stone fences, sometimes in full sun, resulting
enerally in snall, tough, "onsal' plants.

I have found it far easier and quicxer to grovw o good plant from a
sporeling than from a piece haken Trom a large ulJnt Vhern ny ferns
are about 13" to 2 hiﬂh I 1Lift them out and plant singly in a 3V
pot. ill pot with SDll uaiie & hole in centre, plant sporeling,
rirn, water until the soi? is almost rud nnd keep in this condithon
for a couple of vieeks. After about 2 months when well established,

nove into a larger pot. From Septeiber ferns are cilrong growvers,

It is in Sentesber/uvctober that the new fronds appear. During these
aonths if one veore to knoei a fern out the roots would be seen around
the sides of thie ot and for good growth, then is the time to move

to a larger pot, A aﬁorellng potted in Ausust/Septesber is :oved

to a larger sized pot 3 or tises to Anril. Winter is a dor:ant
tine for fern zrouwti:: but stiLl tl.ey need liberal watering.

The adventitious stenr of a iflare's Foot fern needc something to grip
on for best results. If this root 1s allowved to nanz 1l -ose it stadps
makin® new fronds. In nature these ferns clinb along branches or

trunks of trces, thus huiving sanething to sris on all the tine.

To nalte a pot plant of one, place bDits of bark or hardwrod in pot
and train fern along. These can overl aps Polypodiu s, lile the
l.aiden iigir, are noinly terrestrinl gnd wild g““v well in pots pro-
vided the coupnst is very onen.

Artificial fertilizing is not desirable for ferns. A little oléd
coW anure on top of tire net may heln but the ain thing is, are
ther’ wet enoug.? If colilceting bush groun ferns bring them home
with thc Yoot cnlj in = nlastiec bog. hen potting vp or nlacing
in 1 e} Jr WeglisS. Yhor svewing Torns it i3 a gase
of £, sita tion, eti..
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be
icted by the 7“D t should
i settbied ﬁUwD 50 P s@e in
the newsletiors, Noteas tative
division of 'C‘D" ag thie raising.

. urn eve F? aiies j,n'::
WEsT PEGLLGT HIGLE, Leader -~ Fern Study Croup.
E«:-.’..' . 21.".\'.1'; L)-l. ,J. Y
e, H,C.1L. Leadle's very helpful book on the I
T... " *i*“vs which grov in & lot of othner nla
“"Students Flora of .Jorth sLern E:w south * ales oric
rﬁxtﬂf‘? pub. by Jniversity of iew .ngland, is now available Trom
Hature & Pield liobby Centrs, 24 B 1=P*7"“ﬂn St., Crows Hest - ;2.75.






